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Summer variety
• FitzFest: 8-11 June • Fitzrovia Festival: 18-25
June • Feast @ Fitzrovia: 27 June - 3 July • All
Souls School Summer Fair: Saturday 9 July

Summertime is here and that
means festivity in Fitzrovia with
a month-long series of events to
enjoy.
This year a new celebration of
the neighbourhood’s musical heritage will be held over four days
with performances in various
venues.
FitzFest will deliver a programme of music made entirely
by musicians who have lived or
worked in Fitzrovia over the centuries — and often played on historical instruments made in
Fitzrovia.
Community concerts, workshops, social and fitness events
will celebrate the community in
unconventional venues such as
shops, bars, pubs, art galleries
and community spaces.
Fitzrovia Festival, which was
first held in 1973, continues with
a week of events. This year
Festival has a literary theme and
celebrates the many writers who
have lived here as well as the
contemporary set of literary creatives. There will be guided
walks, exhibitions, and talks
about the neighbourhood’s history and future.
A special map has been created (see centre pages) to show off
Fitzrovia’s literary landscape and
to remind people where our
neighbourhood actually is.
Fitzrovia Festival is very
much about “the people live
here” reminding government,
corporations, and property developers that there is a residential
community still fighting its
ground in the face of increased
commercialisation of the area.
But the residential community’s nemesis, the Fitzrovia
Partnership Business
Putting on a show. A group of women enjoy a walk around Fitzrovia. In 1964 The Beatles emerged from the same
Improvement District, is also setsmall street in the film A Hard Day’s Night which was also shot in the Scala Theatre in Tottenham Street.
ting out its stall and bigging up
the neighbourhood’s commercial
offerings, throwing wads into its
own event: Feast @ Fitzrovia. A
fury of gastronomic activity and
indigestion is promised in its
drive to present the district as
“London’s Food and Drink
Quarter”.
No community is complete
without a school at its heart. All
Souls School Summer Fair
organised by parents and teachers wil be an afternoon of fun and
Trip Adviser Certificate of Excellence
games to suit children and
grown-ups, and lots of stalls with
home made food will be on offer.
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Letters, emails and comment
Write to letters@fitzrovia.org.uk or post to Fitzrovia News, Fitzrovia Neighbourhood Association, 39 Tottenham Street, London W1T 4RX

Best place to live
in London? Enjoy
it while we may
Fitzrovia has been picked out by
The Sunday Times as the best
place in London to live.
Yes, we who live and work
here are indeed fortunate: transport is excellent; Regent’s Park is
near, and Fitzrovia's location
enables residents to walk to
much of the rest of central
London.
Much of the area is very
quiet, especially at weekends,
and the trees and architecture
make it visually appealing.
However, what makes it
attractive is under threat. The
small cafes are being turned into
over-priced eateries; small old
buildings are being demolished
and large developments rising in
their place.
There is less and less affordable housing and the mixture of
small business and residential
properties that we have enjoyed
for years is shrinking.
And for those of us who do
live and work here, the interminable development work with
its noise and dirt is making daily
life much less pleasant, and getting about on foot is increasingly
difficult.
Planning consent seems to
take little notice of our views.
Enjoy it while we may.
Jennifer Kavanagh

From the other
side of the world
My husband Andrew and I lived
at Huntley Street from 2012 to
the end of 2014 and always
enjoyed getting the Fitzrovia
News. In fact Andrew occasionally came to your meetings and
met you. We have now returned
home to New Zealand and still
receive your newsletter via
email which we thoroughly
enjoy. Your articles are always
interesting and informative.
Keep up the good work.
Susan Dinsdale
New Zealand

Tasty food on
Goodge Place
Public editorial
meetings are held at
7 pm, first Tuesday of
every month at
Fitzrovia Neighbourhood
Association,
39 Tottenham Street
London W1T 4RX
Subscribe to Fitzrovia
News for regular
updates:
bit.ly/fitzrovianews

facebook.com/FitzroviaNews :: twitter.com/FitzroviaNews

I would like to draw your readers' attention to a new stall in
Goodge Place that I have just
discovered. It is a new addition
to the already great variety of
food on offer by other stalls.
This one, I think, has Caribbean
food. Whatever it is, it is delicious. The rice is cooked with
coconut cream, and believe me
you taste it. The value is great
too: for £4.99 you get rice &
beans; chicken or meat; and a little salad. Let's hope it is popular so it can become a fixture of
Goodge Place.
Beryl Burton

Anonymous letters won’t be published, although names and
addresses can be withheld. Please
inlcude a full name, postal
address and telephone number.

What changes
have taken place
It will be 45 years this July that
Holcroft Court first opened its
doors. What changes have taken
place in that time. The whole
ethos of the block, indeed of the
whole area, has altered considerably, particularly in Carburton
Street.
What was once a busy wide
road with enormous meat lorries
using it at 6am on their way
back to Aberdeen from
Smithfield, is now a little oasis.
Opposite Holcroft court was
a row of Georgian Houses which
extended around the corner in
Great Titchfield Street and
Greenwell Street. These were
known as the “Carburton
Triangle”.
Boy George and Marilyn
were spotted regularly as they
used one of these old houses
(number 26) as a a squat, and
were regulars at a local cafe.
Alfred Bishop & Sons had a
yard behind these houses and
their removal lorries would
come and go through two large
wooden gates.
This whole block was demolished at the start of the 80s and
the site is now flats and sheltered accommodation.
The launderette in Cleveland
Street was already there, but we
also had P&G Butchers, a green
grocers, and a Greek delicatessen, plus Leslie’s
newsagent around the corner at
192 Great Titchfield Street.
There was a post office at the
corner of Carburton Street and
Great Portland Street, which is
now a small Sainsbury’s.
Wildlife flourishes in the
area as Carburton Street now
has some lovely Alder trees in
which greenfinches, blue tits,
robins and goldfinches have set
up home. Holcroft Court is also
home to a squirrel which lives in
a drey in the gardens and my
next door neighbour has a jay
and blackbird which visit his
balcony.
Holcroft Court, which started out as council property, has
over the last few years altered
considerably. Many of the flats
are now owner occupied, with a
lot more having been bought to
rent out. Consequently this
changes the whole atmosphere
of the block as different people
come and go.
There is still a small core of
residents who were there at the
beginning, but for obvious reasons their numbers diminish as
the years go by.
Rosie Lunn
Holcroft Court

What does Sadiq Khan’s win mean for
Fitzrovia?
The battle to be the next Mayor of London concluded last month
with Sadiq Khan emerging victorious, dignity intact. Zac Goldsmith,
by contrast, is still seemingly licking his wounds after a campaign
that was roundly condemned for its islamophobic undertones.
Khan’s success tells of a London which values cultural diversity over
racist division, but will it make any difference for the residents of
Fitzrovia?
While the Mayor has responsibility for setting budgets and developing policies in the areas of housing, policing, planning and the
environment, in terms of the issues that will affect Fitzrovia residents
most – development and the provision of social housing, upkeep of
local amenities and homelessness – we are still at the mercy of
Camden and Westminster councils, which have remained Labour
and Conservative, respectively.
On the ground then, the recent local elections have changed little
for this neighbourhood. Residents will carry on, as they have for
some time, fighting greedy developers, shoddy architecture, and
rapacious estate agents – small acts of resistance, only very occasionally won, against a seemingly inevitable tide of neoliberal transformation.
Can Khan change this? As spokesperson, the Mayor can shape
debate around key issues, and as ambassador, the Mayor can set the
tone of London’s relationship to the world. Over his eight years as
Mayor, Boris marketed London as ‘Dubai-on-Thames’, a playground
for the obscenely rich, jettisoning social housing provision, doubling
the homeless population and forging ahead with new luxury housing developments – carving up the city for those wealthy enough to
afford it. It remains to be seen whether Khan will be any different.
In the run up to the election, Khan stated that he wants to be a
‘Mayor for all Londoners’, yet Londoners don’t always share the
same interests – the interests of Fitzrovia residents, and those of
property developers, for example, are often diametrically opposed –
therefore Khan needs to choose. Will he represent the interests of the
rich and powerful or those of the rest of us, who, by and large, don’t
want more luxury apartments or expensive cocktail bars, but want to
live in a fairer and more affordable city?
What choice Khan makes will have an impact on us here in
Fitzrovia, and over the next four years we need to be exerting pressure on the Mayor’s Office, as individuals, and as a community, to
ensure he makes the right decisions. Ultimately, however, the responsibility for forging alternatives to austerity and the housing crisis and
the destructive impact they are having on our neighbourhood will
not be rest with the Mayor, but with us. Adam Stoneman

Furniture and
clothing worker
memories
sought
Did you work in furniture-making or the clothing industry in
Fitzrovia before 1960?
Are you happy to talk about
your working life?
Ann Basu is researching the
Fitzrovia area from 1900 to 1959
and is very keen to interview
any past furniture-makers, tailors or other clothing workers
with memories of that time.
Please contact Fitzrovia News
and furnish us with your details
which we will pass on to Ann.

Corrections and
clarifications
If you think Fitzrovia News has
made a mistake please tell us by
email news@fitzrovia.org.uk or
contact us at our office.
Many news articles first
appear on our website which is
updated weekly. Edited versions
are then published in the printed
paper which is published quarterly.

Fitzrovia News
deadlines
Our deadline for news,
features, letters and
adverts is normally
two weeks before publication. Sometimes we
accept articles later.
The next issue of Fitzrovia
News will be out on Tuesday 6
September
Deadline is Friday 19 August

news@fitzrovia.org.uk
Free pub lunch for
Fitzrovia News deliverers
Fitzrovia News is offering a free
pub lunch to anyone who delivers the paper for an hour on
Sunday June 12... and again on
September 11.
Why not bring a friend to
help deliver the papers and then
enjoy a Sunday roast and a
drink with the rest of the team?
Assemble at the Fitzrovia
Neighbourhood Centre, 39
Tottenham Street, between 12
and 12.30pm. Bring a shopping
buggy, trolley or bag if you have
one.
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Hospital charity to appeal
planning decision for building owned by shell company
registered offshore

Arthur Stanley House the former out patients department in
Tottenham Street has been disused since it was closed 10 years
ago. The owners University
College London Hospitals
Charity were refused planning
permission by Camden Council
in June 2015 to convert the
building into mostly offices. A
planning brief states the site
should be used for housing
including affordable housing.
UCLH Charity then sold its
interest in the building and have
stated that the building is
owned by two companies in
Jersey. Documents from the registry in Jersey state these companies are controlled by a further
two companies, one registered
in Delaware in the USA and
another registered in Jersey. Both
Delaware and Jersey are secrecy
jurisdictions and the actual owners remail unknown.
Peter Burroughs, enterprise
director of UCLH Charity said
”The new owners wish to appeal

the decision and UCLH Charity
has authorised the new owners
to file an appeal in their name.
According to accounts published last year, UCLH Charity’s
interest in Arthur Stanley House
had a value of over £10m.
New legislation announced
by the government this month
promises to require any foreign
company that wants to buy UK
property to join a new public
register of beneficial ownership.
The register will include companies who already own property
in the UK, not just those wishing
to buy.
UCLH Charity is no stranger
to dealing with companies registered offshore. In 2012 it sold
buildings housing hospital staff
to a property developer registered in Guernsey. Shortly after
the sale was completed the hospital staff were evicted and the
buildings redeveloped.
The hospital charity is
appealing to a government
inspector to overturn a planning
decision for a building it no
longer owns and which it sold to
a shell company registered offshore.
A planning inspector will
hold a hearing later this year
before making a decision on
whether Camden Council was
right to refuse the application.

Best place to
live in London

Shakespeare OUT LOUD draws
audience from 500 mile round trip
By BRIAN JARMAN
We all know the attractions of
Fitzrovia. The Sunday Times
recently named it the best place
to live in London. But you’d
have to go a long way - literally
- to beat a couple who made a
round trip of 500 miles for an
event on our doorstep.
Police Officers Steve
Bradshaw and Elizabeth
Hemingway (pictured above)
travelled from Lytham,
Lancashire, to Samuel French’s
bookstore in Fitzroy Street on
February 23 for a reading of
Henry V by members of
Shakespeare OUT LOUD.
The group was founded by
actress Lauren Reed, intended
for actors and anyone who
wants to become more familiar
with the bard’s plays. It meets
monthly at the bookstore and
people take turns in reading out
the parts.

Reporting on new football
pitch attacked by both sides
Fitzrovia News has been accused of inaccurate and
negative reporting about the opening of a new 5-aside football pitch at Whitfield Place in January,
writes Linus Rees.
Rehan Hollingsworth says the story in our
March issue (FN140) was inaccurate.
“To say that local residents are happy with the
management of the football pitch is completely
untrue,” says Hollingsworth. “People living in
Suffolk House suffer noise from the football games
and Fitzrovia Youth in Action has refused to listen
to our concerns. We were never consulted about
the proposed management of the football pitch but
only received a leaflet after the plans were
announced.”
He says complaints to Camden Council have
not been taken seriously.
“The worst thing is the noise from the ball
being kicked against the railings,” says
Hollingsworth who is also concerned for the other
residents who suffer disturbance.
In a response to Fitzrovia News, Fitzrovia Youth
in Action also criticised our reporting.
“Fitzrovia News has nothing good to say and
has failed to give any voice to the vast majority of
long term residents as well as more recent residents in Suffolk House, who will testify how things
have improved,” says Andre Schott, director of
FYA.
“Football has been played in the Warren ever
since the pitch was opened, long before residents
moved into Suffolk House, and this has always
caused some noise.
“We are currently fundraising for sound reduc-

tion works to be carried out on the fencing. Our
staff visit the site numerous times every day
engaging with young people and other users, picking up litter, asking people to stop drinking and
smoking in the playground and to respect the facility. Children and young people are now rarely
being driven off the pitch by adult users,” he said.
Anne Shewring, chair of FYA, also said Fitzrovia
News has nothing good to say:
“As a Fitzrovia resident, I am proud of what we
do for this community, both in terms of how we
manage the Warren pitch but also about the other
things FYA does,” she said.
“Warren Street looks great after our planting
day a few weeks ago, as does the Warren playground. We are one of the few community organisations working to bring the community together
socially through our street party and our community picnic. There are always competing points of
view but it would be good if Fitzrovia News could
focus on some of these good things.”
Councillor Abdul Hai, cabinet member for customers, communities and culture at Camden
Council told Fitzrovia News: “We regularly liaise
with Fitzrovia Youth in Action to minimise any
impacts of the court where possible.”
Residents who feel that there is excessive noise
should contact the council on 0207 974 4444.
Pete Whyatt, news editor, said: “Fitzrovia News
does its best to present the facts, provide context,
and to give a balanced view on issues affecting
members of the community. We hope by reporting
these criticisms we fulfil this role and keep people
properly informed.”

“We saw it on Facebook and
we have a shared love of
Shakespeare,” said Steve, an
inspector. “We thought, ‘Shall
we come down to London and
have an adventure?’ and instead
of saying Why? we said Why
not? and we came.”
And the verdict?
“We loved it,” said Elizabeth,
a sergeant. “I love anything to
do with Shakespeare.”
Indeed, they loved it so
much that they made another
trip to the reading of The
Taming of the Shrew in March,
but stayed a couple of days
longer than the one night they
had in February.
“Would you believe it?” said
Lauren. “They came all that
way especially for us.”
The dates for the readings
vary from month to month but
you can check them out at
Shakespeare OUT LOUD on
Facebook.

Open day
Fitzrovia Centre will be holding
an open day from 11am to 3pm
on Saturday 2 July. Enjoy free
taster sessions, dancing, health
advice, art exhibitions and family workshops, games and crafts.
Fitzrovia Centre, 2 Foley Street,
W1W 6DL.

Herculean task
A first draft of a neighbourhood
plan for the Fitzrovia West
Neighbourhood Area will be
published this autumn.
People have expressed a
desire to reduce pollution, create
green spaces, better manage
refuse and rubbish, protect and
encourage local shops and businesses, preserve local heritage,
and press for the delivery of
affordable housing in the neighbourhood.
The forum has also resolved
that “immediate steps be taken
to start a programme of public
greening” and to improve the
streets for walking and cycling.
Wendy Shillam of the Forum
told Fitzrovia News: “Drafting
the plan will be a Herculean task
and FitzWest welcomes offers of
help from other members of the
forum, especially if they have
specialist knowledge.
“In September this draft will
be presented to an AGM for further discussion.”
fitzwest.org/wordpress/

The Sunday Times in its annual
trawl of the best places to live in
London named Fitzrovia first.
Attractions according to its
lifestyle editors include a number of stylish bars and cafes, and
Exemplar’s pile on the site of the
former Middlesex Hospital.
Crossrail they note is fuelling
a development frenzy but the
neighbourhood’s real gems are
the quiet back streets and
Georgian town houses.
The verdict was based on
statistics on crime, school performance, life expectancy, house
prices and services such as
transport links. They also considered whether there were
good pubs and places to eat as
well as a true community spirit.

Shakespeare and
memories of the
First World War
A room from a First World War
troop entertainment building
and its opening ceremony is to
be recreated this summer to celebrate the 100 years since it first
opened on a site in Bloomsbury.
Resurrecting the Shakespeare
Hut: Wednesday 6 July to 18
September 2016. Open to the
public from 9am to 5pm weekdays. An afternoon of performances by The Mustard Club on
11 August 2016. London School
of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine,
Keppel Street, London, WC1E
7HT.
If you have a First World
War family story, photograph or
artefact you would like to share
with the project, please call
Alison at Digital Drama on
07525 205148 or email
alison@digitaldrama.org to
make contact.
See Fitzrovia Festival page 9.

Friends of Fitzrovia
Parks meeting
Friends of the Parks is the official liaison group set up by
Camden’s Parks section to consult with the local community
on matters relating to the management and maintenance of
our local open spaces.
It is open to anyone to attend
and is an opportunity to raise any
concerns relating to our Parks.

Meeting: 6.30pm Tuesday 14
June, at Fitzrovia Centre, 2 Foley
Street, W1W 6DL.
fitzroviaparks.org.uk

News in brief
It is National Bike Week from
11 to 19 June and there will be
an event on 13 June at
Whitfield Gardens where there
will be free cycle maintenance
and safety workshops from
Camden Council.
The EU referendum will
take place on Thursday 23
June. Registered voters can
attend polling stations
between 7am and 10pm.
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Palladium manager who was friend of stars
By BRIAN JARMAN
John Avery, widely regarded as
the finest theatre manager in the
business, has died at the age of
89.
He was general manager of
the London Palladium for 20
years until his retirement in
1992. In that time he worked
with some of the best in show
business - Frank Sinatra, Judy
Garland, Bing Crosby and Bob
Hope to name just a few. He was
also director of all 12 Stoll Moss
theatres in London.
His elegant flat in the heart
of Fitzrovia - a short walk from
what he regarded as the best
theatre in the word - was lined
with photographs of Hollywood
stars.
"Your graciousness will long
be remembered," was scrawled
over one. It was from Ginger
Rogers.
But it was the British stars
that he was most fond of - Bruce
Forsyth, Michael Crawford and
Les Dawson. He remained close
friends with Les’s widow Tracy
until the end of his life.
The wall around his fireplace
was what he called his Royal
Wall. In 18 years of Royal
Variety Performances at the
Palladium, he met many of

them. The Queen Mother and
Princess Diana were his
favourites. Diana would bring
her sons up to his office "for a
natter."
John was born in the mining
town of Swadlincote in
Derbyshire, where his parents
ran the Bear Inn. He was bullied
at school and left as soon as he
could, getting a job as projectionist in the Majestic cinema.
He soon became manager
and started putting on charity
variety shows on Sunday
evenings when no screenings
were allowed.
From there he went on to
run the Winter Gardens Circus
in Skegness, the Birmingham
Hippodrome, a chain of cinemas
in North London, and the
Cambridge Theatre before he
got his dream job at the
Palladium.
He had a good word to say
about everyone, except for the
notoriously difficult film star,
Yul Brynner, who starred in The
King and I at the Palladium.
One of his favourite stories
was of a woman who would
wait at the stage door every time
she went to see the show hoping
to get his autograph. Brynner
ignored her, so one night she

JOHN AVERY
brought a bunch of flowers
which she tried to hand to him.
He brushed her off, so she
hit him over the head with
them.
"It was the only time I saw
the fan hit the shit," John would
say.
It was this experience that
led him to head for Hollywood
where he became major-domo

King of Mayhem

"J-M, the King of Absolute Mayhem," is how eightyear-old Lemar Nevar described his playmate
John-Michael Goodburn-Fisher, who has died at
the age of 27.
Lemar's mother Elizabeth Sveinsson praised
the "big heart" of J-M, her best friend. "Big heart,
kind soul, touched a lot of lives in a way I never
could," she said. "The trials he had to go through
in life, most would not have prevailed. He did.
"His courage and strength to go on was
admirable. Life will never be the same. I promise
to celebrate your life and everything you stood for
in this life, until the end of time. You are truly
missed."
It came as a huge shock when he was found
dead, seemingly at peace with a television remote
control in his hand, in his Great Titchfield Street
flat on April 1.
He was born in University College Hospital,
Gower Street, on May 30, 1988 to his parents Ann
Goodburn and John Fisher. They lived in Gosfield
Street and then Whitfield Street. He attended All
Souls Primary School in Foley Street.

At his funeral, John Axon said: "From the start
he was a very bright infant - at the age of 2 years 4
months he startled his father (and amused his
father's guests) by asking: 'Who is Pavarotti?' A
week later many of the same people were even
more astonished when he asked: 'What is going on
in Iraq now, Dad?'
"At six years old he asked John if he might
climb a tree in Crabtree Fields Park. 'Yes,' his father
said 'but be careful, because if you fall it will be
you that gets hurt.' John then returned to his book,
only for a passer-by to ask him: 'Is it alright for
your little boy to be up that tree?' Yes, answered
John, 'because he knows he will get hurt if he falls.'
Just then a small voice chirped from the very
top of the tree: 'Yes, Dad, but don't forget, you bear
parental responsibility!'"
At the age of 13 he went to live in South Africa
with his father.
While over there he was involved in a bad road
accident in a desert in Namibia which hospitalised
him for a long time and disrupted his education.
Despite this, however, he managed to gain two
diplomas in computer studies after leaving school,
back in London, and worked for a while in this
field in Cleveland Street, and was adept at viewing
live football illicitly on his home computer.
A keen Arsenal fan he was also a strong supporter of the Palestinian cause as can be seen on
his facebook page. His great sense of humour
embraced everything from the Simpsons to Frankie
Boyle. He loved reggae, hip hop and other music,
and Bob Marley was a special favourite.
A plaque in his memory (pictured) refers to
another favourite: the Haitian rapper Wyclef Jean's
version of Pink Floyd's "Wish You Were Here."

for Burt Reynolds, but he was
soon lured back to the
Palladium.
John died after a battle with
pancreatic cancer at University
College Hospital on May 11. His
home help, carer and friend of
12 years, David Botham, known
as Steve, was with him at the
end.

At his funeral service at the
Actors’ Church in Covent
Garden, John was given a standing ovation. Outside was a sandwich board saying "House Full."
And it was.
He was carried out to the
organ strains of "There’s No
Business Like Show Business",
and taken for cremation to
Swadlincote.

Adrienne Schreiner
Adrienne was born in Lyon France on
17 April 1907. She died in Fitzrovia, on
13 April 2015 at the age of 107.
Adrienne was known by locals as
Fitzrovia’s oldest resident. Fitzrovia
News wanted to write about her on several occasions, She was horrified. She
was a gregarious, sociable person, but
also intensely private. “What would
they want to know about me for? I was
just a simple dressmaker for most of
my life!”

Victorian architecture revealed
The north east view of All Saints Church in Margaret Street can be
enjoyed for a short time from Wells Street.
While buildings blocking the view have been demolished for
redevelopment the architecture of William Butterfield can be appreciated.
He designed it in 1850 and the church, built around a small courtyard with an adjoining vicarage and choir school, was completed in
1859.
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Last orders at popular pub
from Paul and Liz
Customers wished all the best to
retiring couple Paul Stevens and
Liz Winton at the George &
Dragon in Cleveland Street last
month.
They have built it into a real
community pub over the last 11
years - and they were especially
popular with the old age pensioners whom they supplied
with cut-price meals every
Monday lunchtime for the last
five years.
As tenants for Greene King
they had to retire early when the
brewery sold the pub, as part of
a policy of offloading some of
their smaller ones.
"We have done a fine and
very healthy business, especially
in the summer when we can get
people outside as well as the 70
to 80 inside," said Paul.
"It is very popular and has a
great range of customers. The
trade of those who live here has
dwindled mainly because a lot
of local families have moved out
as it has become so expensive to
live here.
"I have always enjoyed running it and tried to maintain
what it says on the bar - A
Proper Pub in the Heart of
Fitzrovia."
Paul, aged 63, has been in
the business since the age of 15,
but "running the George &
Dragon has been one of the best
times of my life." And that
includes running the prestigious
Connaught Rooms, and bars in
famous theatres and hotels.
They would like to see the
George & Dragon continue as a
pub, but that is down to the new
owners.
Paul and Liz are retiring to

Paul and Liz: proud to serve in a proper pub.

The full bar team (from the left): Yvonne, Paul, Liz, and Lesley.
Portugal, a little earlier than
intended, to do voluntary work
for handicapped children in stables. They also intend to fish

and golf. They are also looking
forward to tucking in to well
earned meals of fresh fish and
Portuguese wine.

Opening and closing

Plaza Centre Oxford Street closed for redevelopment all shops closed including WH Smith and
Post Office counter. Sign says PO counter closed
temporarily but there are no plans for replacement.

Opened

Closed
Bang Bang clothing exchange 21 Goodge Street
Fitzrovia Restaurante Italiano 35 Tottenham Street
Caffix £1 café 45 Newman Street
Fraq’s Lobster Shack 55 Goodge Street
Lal Qila Indian cuisine 117 Tottenham Court Road
Efes 2 Turkish cuisine 175-177 Great Portland Street
Café Teo 49 Newman Street
Strada Italian restaurant 9-10 Market Place
Assorti Russian restaurant 14 Riding House Street
Waitrose supermarket 227 Tottenham Court Road
Pan Café 52 Tottenham Court Road
Protape data stores relocated from 15 Percy Street
to basement 83 Charlotte Street

Denny’s catering wear/equiptment 62 Berners Street
Bianco Caffe 31b Goodge Street
Loreta Jag hair and beauty 38 Foley Street
Rawligion raw food cafe 3 Tottenham Street
Life food café 49 Newman Street
Black Sheep coffee 1 Goodge Street
Inanch hair stylists 220 Great Portland Street
Dexters estate agents 66 Goodge Street
Electronics Outlet 260 Tottenham Court Road
VGmediaspa beauty treatments 4 Percy Street

Opening soon
Great Thai restaurant 14 Riding House Street
Yoob Japanese Food Market Place, Great Castle Street
Honest Burgers 117 Tottenham Court Road
Bao Oriental cuisine 31 Windmill Street
Foley’s Modern world food 23 Foley Street
Patty and bun burgers 55 Goodge Street
Honey&Co (2nd shop) delicatessen 52 Warren Street
Coppa Club restaurant 9-10 Market Place
Ahi Poke Hawaiian restaurant 3 Percy Street
Enrique Tomas Spanish delicatessen and jamón
38 Tottenham Court Road
Adam Simmonds opticians 130 Great Portland Street
Samarkand Uzbecki restaurant 33 Charlotte Street
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Westminster Council
releases viability report
on Cleveland Street site
After months of stalling
Westminster City Council has
finally released a secret report
explaining the finances behind
plans for luxury flats by a private company on land owned by
the council, writes Linus Rees.
In June 2015 a committee
headed by councillor Robert
Davis approved plans for a controversial development of 105
flats in three tower blocks but
which included no social housing on a site at 87-125 Cleveland
Street.
The site is owned by
Westminster Council which
assigned a lease to Soho Data
Holdings.
Dukelease Properties which
is developing the site successfully argued that the project would
not be financially viable to
include on-site social housing
and offered a payment in lieu of
only £4,629,000 — much less
than the £15,785,000 calculated
by planning officers.
Roger Allen of Holcroft
Court Residents Association
complained to the Information
Commissioners Office (ICO)
after the council refused his
request to see a full copy of a
viability report.
In March the ICO upheld the
complaint and required the
council to disclose all the withheld information.
In making the decision the
commissioner recognised the
council’s arguments to withhold
the information on grounds of
commercial confidentiality, but
said that this was outweighed
by the public interest in disclosing the information.
The commissioner said
affordable housing “is a local
issue of such importance” and
so is the public’s understanding
of viability reports.
However, Westminster City
Council refused to release the
report and appealed to the
Information Tribunal to overturn

the decision. Emails seen by
Fitzrovia News indicate that the
council’s deputy leader councillor Robert Davis took the decision to appeal the ICO’s ruling.
Roger Allen told Fitzrovia
News: “Robert Davis has chosen
to waste tax payers’ money on
legal fees defending a viability
report that the ICO has
described as being ‘in the public
interest’ to disclose.”
On 1 June Westminster
Council finally backed down
and made public the report but
said it had done so because the
property developer had agreed
to this and denied it had wasted
public money.
“The developer has voluntarily agreed to release the viability
assessment as, in this instance,
they do not object to their commercially sensitive business proposals being disclosed.
Therefore the ICO’s ruling is no
longer relevant and absolutely
no public money has been spent
on this issue.
“The release of such information needs to be done with all
commercial sensitivities taken
into account, ensuring that private developers are not discouraged from investing in
Westminster through enforced
publication of their financial
information,” said a council
spokesperson.
Now the report is in the public domain it will have to be
analysed and made sense of,
something we will report upon
in due course.
People are also wondering
why demolition work on the site
has stopped. Westminster
Council told Fitzrovia News:
“The building works on the
site have ceased as the applicant
has submitted a revised plan to
the council. We cannot comment
further on this without prejudicing any future decision on this
amended application.”
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Word from the Streets
By CHARLOTTE STREET and her family

Radio play
Nick Newman, the cartoonist
and writer who has a studio in
Windmill Street, had a play
broadcast on Radio 4 recently. It
was called Trial by Laughter,
based on a real trial for blasphemy of William Hone in 1817,
who was twice found not guilty.
It was a time of repression when
habeas corpus (which prevented
imprisonment without trial) was
suspended, and Hone was not
even allowed to have a copy of
the charges against him. Sadly
there are signs of those days
returning.

Controlled drink
Talking of curtailments on our
liberty have you been in
Fitzroy Square recently?
There are signs proclaiming
it a "controlled drinking zone"
where police constables can
"require you not to consume
alcohol in this area" with a
maximum penalty fine of £500.
Elsewhere the rules for the
garden are posted and include:
"Only frontagers' dogs which
have first been registered with
the Dog Registrar are allowed
into the garden. Under no circumstances are any other dogs
permitted."
Also forbidden are smoking, ball games and the playing
of music.

Nurses’ reunion

Coffee nuts

Also on local hospitals. It was good
to hear six retired nurses of the old
Middlesex Hospital in Mortimer
Street reminiscing on Radio 4's
Woman's Hour on May Day Bank
Holiday (pictured above).
They were celebrating the 60th
anniversary of starting together as
nurses - three months after those I
reported in my last column who
were their friends - by visiting the
hospital chapel in the new complex.
On air they recalled the generosity of local traders in giving
them free goods and services such as
theatre tickets, taxis, and coffee as
they knew the nurses were paid
only £8 a month. And that was for
a 48-hour week including three
months of night shifts (ten on and
four off).

I see the Monte Bianco restaurant on the corner of Grafton
Way and Cleveland Street is
under new management. I do
hope the previous occupants
were not driven out by the tactless behaviour of my brother
Percy. His request for Nescafe
instant coffee was treated with
sheer disgust by the Italian waiter who prided himself on his
specialist blended coffees.

Hat and rat

Too posh to push
A far cry from another hospital
in the area. The Portland
Hospital for Women and
Children in Great Portland
Street was the subject of a two
part television documentary
recently. Celebrities who have
given birth there for a minimum
of £10,000 have included the
Duchess of York and Victoria
Beckham. About half opt for a
cesaerian section because they
are "too posh to push" according
to the programme.

Talking of waiters I was reminded
of the Greek waiters Peter and
Andrew who had a little cafe in
Charlotte Place 40 years ago, when
going through our archives for
1976.
In that year we reported: "The
restaurant has a refreshing lack of
pretentiousness both in decor and in
attitude. When one young man
tried to impress his girlfriend by
complimenting the waiter on the
wine and asking which vintage it
was, the reply came back: 'A special
kind of Spanish Red, sir, special
because you can only buy it by the
gallon'."

Andy returns to the area

Quiz ‘winners’

Poison pen
Crime writer Agatha Christie
learned all about poison in Gower
Street. The latest issue of UCLH
News reports that she worked in the
hospital's pharmacy during the second world war. "That's where she
learnt a lot about poison," said
Annie Lindsay, the UCLH trust
archivist.

Vintage red

Congratulations to The Lukin
pub at 4 Conway Street for
replacing its lettered sign with a
pictorial one (above). It is a portrait of Charles Edward Lukin
Beck, the grandfather of the
pub's owner. Enthusiasts of table
football will find one here.
The pub was named the
Adam's Arms from at least 1826
until 1995 when it changed to
O'Neills Irish Bar until 2008.
But what do readers think of
other recent pub sign changes
(pictured right): The George
(Great Portland Street), the One
Tun (Goodge Street), Crown &
Sceptre (Foley Street), the Green
Man (Riding House Street), and
The Hope (Tottenham Street)?
The good news on the
grapevine is that The Hope will
soon be restoring a pictorial
sign.

St Patrick's Day posed a dilemma for my oldest brother
Mortimer. He had just been to
the Fitzrovia Medical Centre,
where he had been warned on
its information screen that two
pints of lager a day was too
much for anybody over the age
of 65 (which he is by a margin).
Then he saw The Ship pub in
Hanson Street offering a free
Irish hat to anybody who drank
five pints of Guinness or more
that day. Well, the old codger is
as bald as a coot. So he needed
a hat...
By the way, a side effect (for
one in ten users) of the tablets
he was prescribed was diarrhoea. This was almost prompted by a large rat which ran
straight at him in Nassau
Street, causing him to jump out
of its way.
Cartoon by Chris Tyler (Jayne
Davis is on holiday).

We shall have to describe
Fitzrovia News as "award winning" in future. The award in
question? The wooden spoon
for coming last in the All Souls
School quiz.

Pub humour
A smile was raised on my face
by the following sign outside the
Grafton Arms in Grafton Way:
"If you're drinking to forget,
please pay in advance."

Welcome back to the area for Andy Field (above) who has taken over
The Ship on the corner of Hanson Street and New Cavendish Street.
He ran the One Tun in Goodge Street from 2002 to 2004 (during
which time world champion Phil "the Power" Taylor popped in for a
game of darts).
"It is good to be back in old Fitzrovia," he told me. "It has
changed quite a lot in that time but still has that bohemian feel about
it."
He hopes to keep The Ship "on an even keel" and has opened a
Club Room on the first floor with its own bar on Wednesday to
Friday evenings. This is the room where ex-world champion John
Pulman had his own snooker table for many years.
Drinkers are also allowed to bring their own food, or buy it from
the cafe next door, added Andy.

Fighting for the vote
The days when militant suffragettes marched down Great Portland Street
to lobby Heerbert Asquith in 1906 are recalled in the latest issue of the
Marylebone Journal. Asquith, who later became the liberal prime minister,
was then the chancellor of the exchequor, living at 29 Cavendish Square,
and was opposed to votes for women.
On May 27 of that year 12 suffragettes met at Portland Road station
(now Great Portland Street station) and marched to his house. They were
turned away so returned the next day when police constables guarded his
door. They came back again with "Votes for Women" placards, heavily outnumbered by police. In the ensuing "extraordinary tumultuous affray" as it
was described, the women were accused of punching and kicking policemen
and wielding umbrellas and whips.
They were charged with breach of the peace and jailed for up to two
months. Another charge was "wanton ringing of doorbells" which was
among street offences at the time along with shaking carpets and leaving
unguarded flowerpots on window ledges.

Jet Lag
Last time I asked if readers
could recall the five previous
names of the Jet Lag pub at 125
Cleveland Street closed earlier
this year as part of the controversial redevelopment of the
block. They are: The Cunarder
up to 1979, The Cleveland twice
(with James Joyce being in
between) until 2000, The
Southside Bar until 2006, and
the Spice Lounge until 2009.
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Camden and Westminster want to relax requirements
for affordable housing in Fitzrovia
By Nick Bailey
It is in the interests of developers to reduce the
amount spent on affordable housing to an absolute
minimum and many commission confidential ‘viability statements’ to justify the limited amount they are
willing to provide as a condition of getting planning
permission.
In a number of cases in Westminster developers
have argued that redevelopment schemes would not
be viable if they were required to provide any affordable housing as part of a mixed development and
offer ‘payment in lieu’ instead. This has been accepted
in several cases and they then pay an agreed sum into
the council’s affordable housing fund which may go
towards affordable housing in the north of the borough or even outside London altogether.
Both councils have substantial reserves in their
affordable housing funds but are reluctant to acquire
land or buildings in Fitzrovia to provide additional
affordable housing.
A change in wording in Camden’s Supplementary
Planning Guidance was agreed in February, subject to
further consultation. The new policy applies particularly to developments south of the Euston Road. It
retains the principle of spending any payments from
developers in that area if possible, but adds…’where
no opportunities arise south of the Euston Road, the
Council may spend these funds in parts of the borough to the north of Euston Road, having regard to
the accessibility of the funded scheme to Central
London….’ The new wording continues ‘The Council
will seek to ensure that planning obligations provide
for delivery options close to the application site to be
fully explored, but do not constrain payments from
the affordable housing fund to a narrowly defined
area.’ While not suggesting a complete relaxation, it
does offer developers an increased opportunity to
make a payment rather than actually building affordable housing and gives Camden Council much more
flexibility as to where they spend the money.
However, the response from 19 residents’ groups
was overwhelmingly against this change. A further
report in May recommended that the new statement
be withdrawn because ‘It is apparent that the wording created misunderstanding of the Council’s intentions, and that the amendment could be misinterpreted in the future if adopted’.
In Westminster, modifications to the City Plan on
mixed use development are also being proposed and
were out for consultation until the 5 June. Here the
policy requiring additional housing floorspace to
match an increase in office use where the increase is
more than 30% is being retained in the core Central
Activities Zone that includes a large section of
Fitzrovia. But developers are being given the choice
whether the new affordable housing is provided onsite, off-site or as a payment in lieu. It’s pretty clear
which will be the most popular option.
Payment in lieu has already become common
practice in several recent cases with few objections
from planning officers. Now the intention is to formalize the status quo in the revised policy. While
developments such as Fitzroy Place and Rathbone

The PTA of All Souls Primary School concieved and funded a set of murals for the school staircase. The children
were set a 'whole school homework' to draw some woodland scenes and these images were made into designs and
painted by Angela Nicholson, Valerie Croix and Rebecca
Carrigan with help from a few other parents.

Square required affordable housing of up to 20% of the
total on-site, major redevelopments in the future may be
almost entirely devoted to luxury housing when the
changes come into effect.
All this suggests that the principle that new development in Fitzrovia will provide a mixture of types and
tenures of housing on site has been superseded by a freefor-all where developers will create major commercial and
housing developments catering for the £2m+ international
market of ‘super-prime’ investment market. Both Councils
will be increasingly tempted to dip into their affordable
housing funds to subsidise developments in distant parts
of the borough and it has been suggested Westminster may
build new housing outside London.
A characteristic of Fitzrovia which local groups have
fought to retain is the mix of housing to meet the needs of
all income groups.
One of the few large undeveloped sites is the former

Strand Workhouse and Middlesex outpatients’ building in
Cleveland Street. Here the UCLH NHS Trust promised to
provide at least an additional 44 affordable units in a legal
agreement way back in 2004. So far nothing has happened
and we are still waiting for the third set of proposals to be
made public. It appears that the Trust is unwilling just to
build the housing for the benefit of local people and possibly their own staff but is trying to square the circle of making a profit and meeting their obligations in relation to
affordable housing.
A further threat to Fitzrovia’s traditional mixed community is that Camden Council is predicting that, under the
new Planning and Housing Act, it may have to sell at least
half its council housing when it becomes vacant in order to
fund the right to buy for tenants of housing association
properties. Much of this more valuable council property is
in the area south of the Euston Road so a large proportion
of the Council’s stock may soon be up for sale.
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23-24 Margaret Street, London, W1W 8LF

www.rib.co.uk

8 — Fitzrovia News issue 141 Summer 2016

facebook.com/FitzroviaNews :: twitter.com/FitzroviaNews

Fitzrovia Festival 201
Map drawn and designed by Jack Fawdry Tatham

facebook.com/FitzroviaNews :: twitter.com/FitzroviaNews

16

Fitzrovia News issue 141 Summer 2016 — 9

The first Fitzrovia Festival was held in June 1973 under the banner of “The People Live Here Festival” and has continued more or less
every year since then. This year we have a variety of events and a literary theme.
Fitzrovia has captured the imagination of many writers. One of them is Patrick Hamilton who evoked the spirit of the neighbourhood’s
streets in the late 1920s and early 1930s. In The Midnight Bell (1929) he describes the sounds coming in through the window upstairs above
a pub on the Euston Road, probably based on the Goat and Compasses which used to stand on the corner of Fitzroy Street.
“London…. A grim, yet burdened and plaintive sound — the dim roar of traffic in the Tottenham Court Road — the far thunder of trams
where the Hampstead Road began — the yelling of children in Warren Street near by….”

Festival Events
Photos and books about the neighbourhood
10am to 4pm Saturday 18 June
An exhibition of old photographs and a browse and buy stall of
books about the neighbourhood. We have an archive of photographs going back to the 1970s. We have books by local authors
including publications by the Fitzrovia Neighbourhood
Association, E Beresford Chancellor’s London’s Old Latin Quarter
published in 1930, Nick Bailey’s street-by-street history of
Fitzrovia published in 1981. And lots of other information about
life in Fitzrovia. Fitzrovia Neighbourhood Centre, 39 Tottenham
Street, London W1T 4RX.
Punk rock, racism and anti-racism: Guided walk 12 noon
Saturday 18 June
This 90-minute guided walk will visit buildings and places in
Fitzrovia which have a connection with Punk Rock and Rock
Against Racism. Meet at Fitzrovia Neighbourhood Centre, 39
Tottenham Street, London W1T 4RX.
Fitzrovia authors and readers — Monday 20 June at the
Sainsbury Wellcome Centre, 25 Howland Street, W1T 4JG
A panel of writers from a range of disciplines give their views on
the way things are changing and what might be in the future.
These are not industry gurus predicting the future, rather they are
practitioners from Fitzrovia sharing their personal perspective of
what they see as the ups and downs ahead for their craft. For
example, these might be technological, cultural, economical or
political changes. They invite you to come along and listen, ask
questions and then share a glass with them afterwards.
Researching the Shakespeare Hut — 5pm to 7pm on Wednesday
22 June at Fitzrovia Neighbourhood Centre, 39 Tottenham Street,
London W1T 4RX
An exhibition about the little known story of the YMCA
Shakespeare Hut, a building opened on the site of the current
London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine in 1916 to house
and entertain troops on leave during WWI. As part of the heritage
project local residents are invited to share their own family stories
and memories of WWI as part of an oral history project. The
evening will be a prelude to a major installation — Resurrecting
the Shakespeare Hut — to be held from July to September.
Pubs and Literarature: guided walk — 6.30pm Thursday 23 June
Author and Fitzrovia News editor Mike Pentelow will lead a
guided walk around Fitzrovia’s pubs and talk about the neighbourhood’s literary connections. Meet at Fitzrovia Neighbourhood
Centre, 39 Tottenham Street, London W1T 4RX.
Derwent Dystopia 2: guided walk — 12 noon Saturday 25 June
Last year it was Crossrail, this year it is Crossrail 2. Join this walk
which looks at how the buildings, residential community and
whole neighbourhood is changing. Find out about property developers, dodgy councils, parasites, public relations companies and
even a few who should know better. Discover why not enough
affordable housing and public open space is being delivered, why
there is a business improvement district in this the strangest of
London barrios. Meet at Fitzrovia Neighbourhood Centre, 39
Tottenham Street, London W1T 4RX.
Fitzrovia Festival is a non-commercial celebration of the neighbourhood’s life and history: fitzroviafestival.org.uk ::
twitter.com/fitzroviafest :: facebook.com/fitzroviafestival
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How Alexei Sayle duped
students to leave the bar
By MIKE PENTELOW

C

omedian Alexei Sayle performed as part of an
unknown agitprop group to
a student audience in Wells Street
in 1978.

It was called Threepenny
Theatre which appeared at the
Polytechnic of Central London
at 32-38 Wells Street, now more
grandly branded the Campus of
the University of Westminster
("the University of Ideas,
Innovation, Inspiration").
I was in the audience and
recall being amused by how the
actors, faced with a small audience, drew others in from the
bar by distributing "free" bingo
cards. They then had a fake television set through which they
addressed the audience to capture their attention.
The three members of the
group were Alexei, Cliff Cocker,
and Bill Monks.
They had been booked for
the Poly by so called "mature"
student Ray O'Brien. He told
Fitzrovia News: "I first saw them
in the bar with no more than
about six of us. But they had us
creased up with laughter for an
hour with the bingo cards and
the Punch & Judy type television.
"Afterwards we went to The
Champion pub in Wells Street
where they told us about their
Liverpudlian roots.
"When we set up a student
communist society and had a
social I invited them back and,
with the attraction of a free barrel of beer, about 200 people
turned up. And so a star was
born."
Alexei Sayle describes this
briefly in his latest set of memoirs, Thatcher Stole My Trousers,
published by Bloomsbury Circus
(£16.99).
He recalled "a crowded and
rowdy bar with a stage in the
corner about six foot by six foot
and made of some boards balanced on milk crates that could
only be accessed by me fighting
my way through the crowd."
But he describes in more
detail the origins of the group.
Cliff Cocker was an old
school friend of his who encouraged him to join him in
Merseyside Youth Theatre. Cliff
took an English degree at
Newcastle University then graduated at Bristol Old Vic drama
school and performed with the
agitprop 7:84 Theatre Company
(as later did David Tennant and
Bill Paterson).
In 1976 Cliff formed
Threepenny Theatre to produce
songs and poems of Bertolt
Brecht "in a cabaret style focus-

Bill Monks (left) and Alexei Sayle perform for Threepenny Theatre; and
below as they appeared on publicity posters
ing on the more political and
overtly Communist aspects of
his work."
He got Alexei and Bill
Monks, another working class
Liverpool communist, to join.
Alexei and Bill devised the
bingo routine but instead of calling out phrases such as "two fat
ladies" for 88 they did political
ones such as "Lenin's party card"
for number one.
"Then I thought you could
hand out cards so the audience
would be genuinely playing
bingo but if the cards were identical then they'd all shout
House! at the same time and
that could be interesting."
The group's first gig was in a

front room raising funds for
Kilburn Communist Party. They
set up a television screen hole

through which Bill performed
imaginary Eastern European
adverts.
"The show began with the
bingo routine with me as a very
aggressive bingo caller and Bill
dressed in high heels and a tight
top as my lovely female assistant Sandra. When everybody
shouted House! at the same time
it really tested my prowess of
improvisation to deal with the
chaos that followed."
Cliff, who was a member of
Willesden Communist Party,
said one benefit had been a great
success because it had only
made a small loss. He is now
arts editor at the Morning Star.
He jokingly told Fitzrovia
News: "I'm deeply traumatised
by Alexei's comparison of my
youthful looks with Cliff
Richard in his book and am currently undertaking therapy as a
result."
Alexei went on to become a
star as host of the Comedy Store
in 1979, and by 1984 he was selling out at the massive Dominion
Theatre in Tottenham Court
Road, and appearing on Top of
the Pops with his cockney comic
song "Ullo John! Gotta New
Motor?" The prototype for this
character dated back to his times
with Cliff and Bill in
Threepenny Theatre.
In fact the ill-fitting suit
Alexei performed this in was
bought at Laurence Corner in
Hampstead Road, just north of
Warren Street station, and
Capital Radio's studio which

was then in Euston Tower.
And it was in Euston Tower
where he worked as a temporary clerk for the Department of
Health and Social Security in
1974. He took long lunch breaks
to go to see free films at the
Royal Institute of British
Architects in Portland Place, or
plays at the Almost Free Theatre
in an alley behind Oxford Street.
On his first day he swore one
day he would go into Capital
Radio's doors in the same building - as indeed he did in 1982
when he had his own show
there called Alexei Sayle and the
Fish People, which won an
award.
In the same year, while
appearing at the Albany Empire
in Deptford, he met Bill Monks
again... as a uniformed commissionaire opening the door to
him.
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What’s important
A short story by
SUNITA SOLIAR

T

he light hangs so low over
the table that I can’t read
the menu unless I hold it
right up to my face. I can barely
see you.
‘It never used to be this
dark,’ I say.
‘It seems the same.’
‘And purple.’
‘What?’
‘Very purple.’ Loud too.
You squint at the menu. ‘I
thought we liked it here. I
thought it was our thing.’
It is. Every anniversary for
five years. Just like we get our
teeth cleaned every November
and June.
You call the waiter. ‘Sake,’
you tell him and point it out on
the menu.
‘Can we have it hot?’ I say.
You’re a stickler about that.
‘You’re not supposed to have it
hot.They never drink it hot in
Japan. That’s only if it’s bad
wine.’
The air conditioning is fierce.
‘I’ll have jasmine tea,’ I say.
‘What about the sake?’
‘You can have sake.’
Our waiter glances elsewhere, perhaps wishing he were
at a different table.
You say, ‘It’s not fun unless
we both have it.’
‘I’ll have sake and tea.’
You tell the waiter, ‘One sake
- cold. One jasmine tea - hot.’
He smiles as though that
were clever, working hard for
his tip. He has big muscles and a
tight black t-shirt, which is the
uniform. His face is tanned and
sharp boned. He should be a
model. Perhaps he is.
You see me look at him. You
watch him go. Then you look at
the menu and say, ‘That other
stuff’s all behind us now.’ You
check my face for confirmation.
‘Yes,’ I say.
‘I could apologise a hundred
more times and it wouldn’t
undo it.’
‘No.’
‘Forward motion.’ You reach
your hand across the table, your
fingers clammy. ‘I was an idiot,
that’s all.’
‘Alright.’
‘It’s us. We’re what’s important. You and me.’

Illustration by Clifford Harper
‘Shall we order?’
You summon the waiter and
tell him, ‘We’ll have Shanghai
dumplings, the soft shell crab,
har gau and…’
‘Isn’t that too much?’ I say.
‘We’ll plough through it.’
I ask the waiter, ‘Do you
think it’s too much?’
He says, ‘I think it’s enough
between two people.’
Ha.
But you are not to be put off.
You say, ‘Let’s do salt and pepper squid too.’ For the main, you
order the roasted silver cod and
say to me, ‘You’ll have the spicy
prawn?’
I nearly assent, but there is a
whole menu and I have only
ever eaten the spicy prawn with
lily bulb and almond. ‘I’m going
for something different,’ I say.
‘You’ll be disappointed.’
I skim the menu, quickly trying to settle so as not to keep
our waiter waiting.
I ask him, ‘What would you
recommend?’
He suggests the corn-fed
poussin or the ribs.
‘But what’s your favourite?’ I
am looking right up into his
eyes.
‘For me, it would be the
ribs,’ he says.
‘Ribs it is.’ No one has ever
made ‘ribs’ sound so seductive.
He writes it down and when
he darts away, I move my gaze

Bloomsbury ward
councillors’ surgeries

6:00 - 7:00pm first Friday of the month at
Fitzrovia Community Centre, Foley Street,W1W 6DN
6:00 - 7:00pm second and fourth Fridays of the month at
Marchmont Community Centre, 62 Marchmont Street,WC1N 1AB
Third Friday of the month is a 'roving surgery'. Get in touch if you would
like us to conduct the surgery at your street or building.
Adam Harrison, Sabrina Francis, and Rishi Madlani
Contact 020 7974 3111 or adam.harrison@camden.gov.uk
sabrina.francis@camden.gov.uk rishi.madlani@camden.gov.uk

‘Ribs it is.’ No
one has ever
made ‘ribs’ sound
so seductive
steadily back to you.
You smile as though this
were amusing and excuse yourself to go to the toilets. I watch
our waiter move swiftly to other
tables and wonder what it
would be like to be with him in
a different dark place. To be
with a stranger.
You come back from the toilets. You know the answer, don’t
you? A question I have asked
and you have avoided. What
was it like? And you, making a
palaver out of arranging your
pillows: I told you, it was a mistake.
The dim sum comes quickly,
which is disappointing. There
must be hundreds of little har
gaus in the kitchen, waiting for
some sod to order them. These
ones are not especially for me.
You shove one in your
mouth. Too hot. You open your

lips so the steam can escape. You
never wait. Juice dribbles down
your chin, a fleck of minced
prawn hangs on your bottom
lip.
I let it cool. I want you to see
me letting it cool.
The waiter brings the soft
shell crab. You order another
sake.
‘Do we have to be drunk?’ I
say.
‘I’m not drunk.’
‘I’m saying we could have a
nice time.’
‘We are having a nice time.’
I eat a har gau. You tuck into
the soft shell crab. When the salt
and pepper squid arrives, you
say, ‘I’m pretty full.’
The sake comes with the
main courses. The ribs are a
deep, artificial red. Our waiter
cuts them apart. He serves us
rice.
You watch me eat a rib.
‘How is it?’
Dry. ‘Delicious,’ I say.
You look skeptical. You try
one. ‘Should have had the
prawns.’
I eat another rib. Then I have
two more and sit back against
the leather bench.
‘Not that good after all,’ you
say.
‘It was too much dim sum.’
‘You wouldn’t say that if it
was the prawns.’
The waiter checks my teapot
and refills it with hot water.
You sit back too. ‘Dessert?’
‘Let’s get the bill.’
The waiter nods and goes to
get it.
‘We should take the ribs
home,’ you say. ‘Perfectly good
waste.’
‘They don’t do take away.’
‘They must do a doggy bag.’
The waiter places the bill on
our table.
You say, ‘Can we have these
to go?’
His smile is awkward, as
though you’ve asked for the
recipe. ‘Unfortunately not,’ he
says.

‘Look at all this good meat. It
could be my lunch.’
‘We cannot,’ he says. ‘You
need a licence.’
‘Come on. Surely you can
put it in a ziploc.’
How long will this go on
for? I say, ‘It’s true. I’ve heard
that you need a licence.’ I tell the
waiter, ‘It’s fine.’
He goes.
‘You don’t need a licence,’
you say.
‘You can’t ask him to break
the rules.’
‘Stupid policy. It’s exclusivity, that’s all.’
I look at the remaining quarter rack of ribs. It is a waste. A
slaughtered pig, a life, just to
end up in the trash.
The waiter returns with a
card machine. You pay. As the
receipt comes out, you ask him,
‘Is service included?’ You read it.
‘Three per cent.’
The waiter says, ‘It is split
between all of us.’
The table opposite summon
him and he leaves. I watch after
him, as though I too could simply turn away.
You say, ‘I don’t have any
cash. Do you?’
‘I brought a card.’
‘Oh well.’
Oh well? Oh well is not
enough. He’ll think it’s punishment for the take-away. Surely
we owe him.
I say, ‘I’ll get some cash out.’
‘What, and come back?’
‘You can wait here.’
‘That’s awkward.’
‘There must be one on
Tottenham Court Road.’
‘It’s done now.’
But it isn’t done. It can’t be
done.
You are putting on your jacket. You pull the table out for me,
and say, ‘It was bad advice
about the ribs anyway.’
I squeeze by the couple next
to us, hoping we can dodge up
the stairs before he checks our
table and finds our lack of
thanks, our cruelty.
You say, ‘If it was the
prawns, it would be worth taking home.’
Outside, in Hanway Place, it
is dark, but the street lights are
bright and I can see you - bright
and cold.

All Saints Church
Margaret Street
Our diverse and inclusive parish is grounded in the
rich catholic tradition of Anglicanism. We offer a
place of peace and beauty in busy central London
(open daily from 7 to 7). We maintain fine liturgical
traditions and excellence in music. The parish would
be delighted to welcome you to all or any of our
liturgies if you are able to join us in ‘one of the
ten buildings that have changed the face of Britain’
(English Heritage).
Main services on Sunday
11am High Mass
6pm Choral Evensong and Benediction
Times of Daily Prayer, Masses & opportunities
for confession & counselling are advertised at:
www.allsaintsmargaretstreet.org.uk
Parish office: 020 7636 1788
Please tell us if you came to All Saints
after seeing this advertisement.
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How the Eastcastle Street mailbag robbery was reported in Illustrated London News on May 31, 1952 (Illustrated London News Ltd/Mary Evans Picture Library).

Stolen cash banked by Warren Street car dealers
By MIKE PENTELOW

W

arren Street's dodgy
characters were suspected not only of carrying
out the then record mailbag robbery of 1952 but also laundering
the money afterwards.
The robbery of the Post
Office mail van in Eastcastle
Street at about 4am on May 21
of that year netted what has
been variously reported as
£237,000 or £287,000 - a huge
fortune in those days.
Gangster Billy Hill (19111984), as previously reported in

Fitzrovia News, had an office in
Warren Street at the time, and
later said that Scotland Yard, the
Post Office and the banks all
thought he had planned it, and
he declined to deny it.
The van which had been
driven off by the gangsters once
they had removed the guards,
was found three hours later in a
yard in Albany Street, just north
of Great Portland Street station.
Then Warren Street car dealer Edward Noble, aged 42, was
arrested for receiving stolen
money from the robbery and
remanded on July 10.

Since being dismissed from
the Post Office for larceny, he
had been a motor dealer for 15
years with offices in Conway
Street, and Osnaburgh Street.
On June 4 he had paid £2,000
of used £1 notes into his account
at the Westminster Bank in
Hampstead Road, just north of
Warren Street. Two days later he
paid in another £2,000 in £1 and
ten shilling notes. Both lots were
covered in a sandy dust - like
the notes involved in the robbery which were sent from six
banks in the west country for
repulping.

The raincoat found at the scene of the crime (left). Marking on the raincoat (bottom middle). The mail van examined
by finger print experts (top middle). Bolt cutters found at the scene of the crime (right).

Noble told police he knew
nothing of the robbery except
what he had read in the papers,
and he had changed the two lots
of £2,000 into £5 notes from the
bank for a "Bob King" for £50
commission. This was Robert
Kingshott, another motor trader,
aged 36.
Detective Inspector Bradford
interrogated both men. He told
Kingshott: "We are inquiring
about two separate amounts of
£2,000 in notes which we understand you had changed in
Warren Street in June and which
we think are stolen."
He replied: "It was straight
money. It was my own. I got
Eddie Noble to change it into
fivers and I gave him £50 for his
trouble."
Bail was granted to Noble
but refused to Kingshott.
Kingshott was then interrogated by Detective
Superintendent Lee about the
£4,000 he had changed at
Warren Street, and got the same
reply as before. He then asked
Kingshott where the money had
come from and got the reply: "It
was given to me by a man. I had
one lot of £2,000 and the other
lot of £2,000 went back to him in
fivers. You know the fix I am in.
I can't tell you who he is. He
will deny giving it to me.
"I knew where he got it from.
My life would not be worth living if I told you any more than I

have. I will have to stand by
myself."
Noble told the police: "I did
not think there was anything
wrong with the money. If I had
known I would not have
touched it. To me it was an ordinary business transaction."
Their trial was in the Central
Criminal Court in October.
Noble gave evidence that he
often changed £1 notes into £5
ones because they were easier to
carry, and he had not the slightest suspicion there was anything
wrong with those from
Kingshott. He did not regard his
commission of £50 as being anything unusual, as he had a reputation for this business. He was
horrified when the police suggested the money had come
from the mailbag robbery.
When asked what was the
largest amount he had changed
into £5 notes he replied it was
£10,000 for which he was paid
£100 or £200 commission by
another motor trader Mr A
Malin.
After one and a half hours
the jury delivered their verdict
on October 23. They were
agreed that Noble was not
guilty, but not agreed about
Kingshott. After clarification
they took another five minutes
to find Kingshott also not guilty.
Ten years later Kingshott was in
court again charged with receiving stolen platinum.
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Sensationally delicious
French and Moroccan taste

Kipper Williams is well known
to Fitzrovia News readers
through the cartoons he has contributed to every edition for several decades.
Now he has got a book out
called In or Out? Europe in
Cartoons.
Published ahead of the Euro
referendum on June 23 it is
"guaranteed to be at the centre
of news, pub debates and family
arguments this summer," states
publisher Amberley.
Kipper "finds all the ingredients for comedy in the great
Euro debate," it adds. "From
Brussels' red tape to tax dodging
corporations, from batty nationalists to Machiavellian
Europhiles, from Dave and Boris
to Mrs Merkel and Her Majesty,
from triumph to farce - and
back."
It also informs us that he
studied Fine Art at Leeds
University and has since been
exhibited and acquired by the
British Museum, and the
Victoria and Albert Museum.
He is the winner of the
Duval Foundation Award in
2010, and the Joke Cartoonist
Award in 2013.
Apart from Fitzrovia News he
also contributes to the Guardian,
Private Eye, the Sunday Times and

the Spectator among others.
His studio is in Windmill
Street where the Camden New
Journal recently phoned him and was impressed that he continued drawing that day's
Guardian cartoon while they
interviewed him.
They warmed to him even
more when he said it was working to journalistic deadlines that
drew him into cartoons in the
1970s, even though he had studied at the Royal College of Art
and could have gone into figurative or abstract art.
The book is out now, price
£8.99. Available from all good
booksellers.

Poetry corner
A MEMORY OF FRENCH WINDOWS
“French windows open!” announced my mother,
opening doors and windows to welcome in summer
on the first fine day of the year.
The garden swam into the room.
A brilliance of colours came wafting in
on a sun-dappled, scented breeze,
filling every corner like a tidal wave,
into my eyes and into my brain,
rushing up the rivers of my mind
to wash into my memory, imprinting the stain
of its image there, where it stays,
waiting in the wings to be recalled,
to reappear and take another bow
whenever I choose, as I do now.
SUMMER IN ST GEORGE’S GARDENS
Tucked away from noisy frenzied clamour
of traffic on the grimy Grays Inn Road,
a green serene oasis, to retreat
from frantic anxious living, slow the pace,
pause to take a breath of air, among
those who, once like us, now breathe no more,
lying in the gardens, unaware

By the DINING DETECTIVE
PICTURE PUZZLE ANSWER:
The mural on page 15 is on the
back wall of All Souls school in
Riding House Street.

Laughter guaranteed

Brasserie Blanc, 8 Charlotte
Street.
Hopefully by the time this is
published summer will have
arrived, we will not be continually looking for warm jackets.
But remember that day in May
when temperatures went up
nearly ten degrees overnight, the
sun shone through the blossom
in Regents Park and the world
smiled? (Within two days it
was 14 degrees again). That
beautiful evening Charlotte
Street became a crowded, multilingual heaving mass of people
all wanting to eat: my companion and I, wisely starting early
because we had not booked anywhere, were rather patronisingly
offered exactly an hour at one
new restaurant where a starter
and a glass of wine would have
cost what we had hoped to
spend for a full meal. (People
sometimes assume the Dining
Detective is given an allowance:
I can assure you – alas! – that I
pay for all meals myself).
We walked all the way down
Charlotte Street. At number 8,
for many years, stood Chez
Gerrard, a French restaurant.
Brasserie Blanc, also French, is
now at that address, and
although the tables outside were
full, we got a comfortable table
for two inside.
The first thing you notice is
simply how nice the staff are.
The second is how good the
food is. The restaurant is deceptively large – it doesn’t look it as
you get to the door but I believe
80 can be fed downstairs, 40 on
the first floor, and there are dining-rooms for hire on the top
floor. I have now been three
times and have managed twice
to get a table without booking

and nobody, ever, has hurried
us, or stood over us with a bill.
I have only been for dinner
but it is open all day, including
for breakfast, and there is a prix
fixee menu for £9.95 at
lunchtime, and until 6.30pm.
In the evening some of the
entrees are sensational. My
favourite is Goats Cheese Parcel
Salad (£7.90) – a lovely light
salad which includes a clever,
fresh-tasting cake of peas and
broad beans and a warm little
baked parcel of feta – absolutely
delicious.
My companions and I have
enjoyed a good mixed plate of
charcuterie (£7.50), and Squid
Chilli - rolled squid with salad
(£7.50 and excellent, perfectly
cooked which with squid is an
art). Enjoyable mains: very tasty
skewered king scallops served
with prawn and onion filled
mashed potatoes (£21.50).
There’s a great dish of steak
frites – a good-sized, fine piece
of rump steak and those thin

crisp chips (£14.50). There is
Seared Shetland Isles Salmon
Fillet (£14.90). And a side of
beans is enough for two to
share.
My only slight disappointment was Grilled Cod marinated in preserved lemons – a
Moroccan taste I am very fond
of; the cod was fine but sadly it
didn’t taste of preserved lemons
at all. Also a friend found the
Beef Stroganoff (£14.50) pleasant
but slightly bland. There are
other offers of Moroccan influence in the cooking of vegetables
etc, which I haven’t yet tried.
And I haven’t yet, but will one
day, have Le Hamburger for
£14.50.
Good wine list – some excellent wines by the glass. A large
glass of a good wine is between
£7.50 and £8.50 but is, enjoyably, a LARGE glass. A small
glass which is still generous, is
£5.80 and a bottle starts at about
£24. Once I shared a Baked
Alaska for two (£13): we decided
we didn’t like it much, but there
are smaller desserts and cheese
plates. And then: the surprise of
the bill. There is no service
charge automatically added!
(Unless you are a party of six or
more). And whatever you
choose to give is shared, I was
assured, by those nice staff. A
local restaurant certainly recommended.

Please mention
Fitzrovia News
when replying to
advertisers
Keep up to date with the latest
Fitzrovia News
facebook.com/FitzroviaNews
twitter.com/FitzroviaNews
news.fitzrovia.org.UK

All by Wendy Shutler
that as they mingle with the earth, they feed,
become the grass where now the living lie,
the lucky living, trying to break free,
and quietly unravel tangled minds,
opening like buds into the sun,
expanding, mingling present, future, past,
under whispering leaves, while summer lasts.
HIGH TIDE
Rough waves shatter on the land,
make little rivers in the sand,
then they go.
Maybe we are broken waves,
who individually behave
as if our lives are all our own:
froth and bubbles, specks of foam,
each believing “I am Me!”
as we go back to the sea,
losing our identity,
to ebb or flow, eventually,
we don’t know.

Healing Hands Complementary Therapies
Facial Rejuvenation Massage - Reflexology - Deep Tissue
Massage - Therapeutic Massage from a fully qualified and
insured member of Complementary Therapists Association

www.healing-hands-therapies.co.uk
Telephone Philomena on 07931 502 029

Fitzrovia’s best fish and chips
Eat in or take away
Fresh fish daily
Cater for up to
30 people
Fully licensed
For restaurant bookings please call

0207 580 2672
www.fishbonelondon.co.uk

82 Cleveland Street W1T 6NF
(near BT tower)
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Jack has directed films for 55 years from
Salvador Dali to Barbara Windsor
By BRIAN JARMAN

T

he name is Bond. Jack Bond.
He’s in films - but rarely in
front of the camera.

Richmond-born Jack is
approaching his 80th year and is
still hard at it. He’s just putting
the finishing touches to a film
about Essex artist Chris Moon.
His strikingly varied directorial
career has spanned 55 years.
He’s worked with some of the
all-time greats from Salvador
Dali to Barbara Windsor and
made films of Adam Ant and
the Pet Shop Boys.
Not for him though the
glamour of Hollywood or even
the commercial cinema of the
High Street. His is the world of
the avant-garde and the art
house, and his work has a far
higher profile in the United
States than it has here.
When I meet him in a cafe on
Store Street near his home he
tells me why this is and how it
all began.
After leaving school he started his National Service, was sent
to teacher’s training college, and
became headmaster of a school
in Hong Kong for two years.
Then, because he liked the theatre and Westerns, he joined the
BBC with a friend of his, thinking they would make films.
“We were shown into an
office and sat there for six
weeks,” he says. “We didn’t
know what we were supposed
to do. Then a chap in a navy
blazer turned up and said we
were going to be producing and
directing Points of View.”
He brought in Spike Milligan

LEFT: Jack Bond
RIGHT: Jack with
Salvador Dali in
New York.
BELOW: Poster for
one of Jack’s films
with Jane Arden

to present the children’s version.
Things went fairly well until
they were caught writing letters
to the programme themselves
which weren’t exactly flattering,
shall we say, to the Corporation.
He thought his BBC career was
over.
But a few weeks later
Programme Controller, Huw
Wheldon, asked him to make a
film about Wilfred Owen. The
result was The Pity of War,
which showed the First World
War through the eyes of the
poet. It was a success, and Jack
thinks it was one of the best
things he’s ever done.
Then came a film about
George Orwell, which Jack is a
little less enamoured of, and in
1965 his really big break, a profile of Salvador Dali.
"I rang up his manager and
he told me it couldn’t happen. I
kept on ringing and eventually
he said I could come for tea."

6 Fitzroy Square: The Perfect Venue
The perfect venue for meetings, launches,
seminars, dinners, wedding receptions and
other corporate events.
The Georgian Group’s elegant
eighteenth-century headquarters
overlooking Fitzroy Square provide
a unique location for all types of
private and corporate events in the
heart of central London.
We cordially invite local
businesses and individuals to visit
our building and get a taste of the
authentic Georgian experience…
For booking enquiries,
availability and rates please contact:
Rob Kouyoumdjian on
020 7529 8921 or
roomhire@georgiangroup.org.uk

Jack went over to the Hotel
Maurice in Paris and was shown
into a grand suite.
"It was very daunting. He
was an extraordinary figure. I’d
made up a little speech about
what I wanted to do. He asked
me what my intentions were
with the film. My speech went
out of my head. I blurted out
that I wanted to look into his
unconscious and destroy his life.
"The manager dropped the
teapot. Dali stared at me in total
silence. He looked at me straight
in the eye and said, 'OK, we’ll
make the film'."
There followed two weeks of
filming in New York with the
actress and writer Jane Arden,
which led to years of collaboration between the two until her
suicide in 1982.
Jack directed Separation,
which Jane wrote and starred in,
about the life of a middle-aged
woman after her marriage broke
down.
Anti-Clock, a dark, surreal
thriller set in a hotel of mad
therapists studying the mind of
a murderer, is seen by many critics as the most powerful film
they made together.
"I took it to the cinemas of
the day," says Jack. "They said it
was clever but wouldn’t make
any money."
Needless to say, Jack was
hacked off. A friend said, "You
know Andy Warhol and influential people in New York. Put it
on a plane."
So Jack took it to New York
where it was met with critical
acclaim and ‘earned its keep.’
He stayed there for a year or
so, working as a ‘script doctor,’
and then took off on his yacht.
When he came back to Britain he
got calls from people asking if
they could show the film. He

told them where they could go.
In the 1980s Jack began a
long stint producing films for
the arts programme of the day,
The South Bank Show with
Melvyn Bragg. Subjects included
Catherine Cookson, Roald Dahl
and Vanessa Redgrave.
In 1987 he wrote and directed The Pet Shop Boys musical It
Couldn’t Happen Here with
Barbara Windsor playing various roles from landlady to
French maid. It started life as a
one-hour documentary but
turned into a full-length feature
film. Barbara, he says, was lovely.
In 2009 he wrote and directed the TV documentary
Discovering Charlotte Rampling.
"I go for the biopics," he
says. "I like biographies. I like
recording someone’s thoughts
and using them as a narrative.
"I like showing what they
did and how they coped and all
the twists and turns. I don’t do
talking heads and I wouldn’t
have a scriptwriter."
Which brings us back to his
current film Time Seen as a
Road, about the artist Chris
Moon.
"I met him at his exhibition
in Spitalfields," he says. "He was
a builder and decorator and is
completely self-taught."
This particular road has
taken them both from Epping
Forest to derelict buildings in
New York to the deserts of
Spain.
And now Jack strolls down
from his Fitzrovia home of 15
years to his ‘old haunts’ of Soho
and an editing suite in Berwick
Street.
He’s angry how the old soul
of Soho is being destroyed by
developers.
"The wrecking ball is every-

where. They’ll knock down anything for the money, and put up
all this ghastly glass."
He thinks that Fitzrovia is
faring better and will be ‘alright
for a while.’ He points to the
restored parade of shops we’re
in on Store Street.
"These shops were all a
mess. I thought they were going
to be knocked down. It shows
what can be done."
He admits that on shoots
now he relies on people to help
him get around. But he has no
intention of hanging up his camera just yet.
"What’s really worrying me
now is what’s next."
And for Jack Bond, the next
step will surely not be a predictable one.

Shiv
Pharmacy
70 Great Titchfield Street
London W1W 7QN

Prescriptions
Multivitamins
Herbal Medications
Natural and
Homeopathic
produce
Friendly Medical
Advice
Open Monday to Friday
8.30am to 6pm
Tel/Fax

020 7580 2393
shivpharmacy@hotmail.co.uk

facebook.com/FitzroviaNews :: twitter.com/FitzroviaNews

Picture puzzle

Playing to bar room orders
‘The Piano
Man’ No 4
by
CLIFFORD
SLAPPER

How well do you know
Fitzrovia?
Can you recognise this
mural and identify where it
is?
No prizes we are afraid.
But for the answer look
under the Dining Dectective
picture on page 13.
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In the early 20th century the
piano held pride of place in living rooms, as the focal point of
entertainment, much as the television came to do in the second
half of the century. In pubs, or to
give them their full title, “public
houses”, this was no less the
case. My career as a professional
musician owed its beginning to
this fact.
I was stood, at the age of 18,
at the bar of the Hen & Chickens
pub on Highbury Corner. It’s
still there decades later, though
is now a “gastropub” (meaning
they do food a bit fancier than

pork scratchings) and boasts a
fringe theatre upstairs. As I
stood slowly sipping my shandy,
an upright piano was delivered
and wheeled past me into the
corner of the room. What happened next seems contrived, the
stuff of romantic fiction, but this
is absolutely true. I said to the
landlord (without any
Humphrey Bogart accent): “I
guess you’ll be needing someone to play that thing?” and he
said: “You start Saturday, son”.
He went on: “you’ll get 20 quid
each Saturday night, and make
sure you play the old sing-alongs, because we have an older
crowd. The Old Bull And Bush,
A Luvverley Bunch Of
Coconuts, alright?!”
My naïve teenage mind
thought he was making some

Cartoon by Chris Tyler
bizarre reference to porn magazines (and this was decades
before online anything), but that
week I headed to a bustling
Denmark Street, then far from
being half-demolished as it is
now, and bought a music book
covering all those old “pub”
songs.
That Saturday night I acquitted myself well, and experienced
for the first time the pleasure of
playing to an enthusiastic group

Hey! you get outta that car: Jagger pulled in 1966

Rolling Stones singer Mick Jagger was involved in a car
crash in Great Titchfield Street 50 years ago (pictured left).
His midnight blue Aston Martin collided with a Kraft
Foods vehicle with his girlfriend Chrissie Shrimpton on
board as they were on the way to their flat (No 52) at
Harley House in Marylebone Road, on August 28, 1966.
"I had only had the car for three weeks when this
happened and it cost me £200 to fix," said Mick.
He was photographed outside 96 Great Titchfield
Street (the premises of crystal light fitters H K Reichbach)
as local children watched fascinated as the police interviewed him. Do any of them (now in their late 50s)
recognise themselves? If so contact us (details on page 2).

Looking back through our archives
10 years ago
Tory Rebecca in shock
win by just two votes
From Fitzrovia News,
Summer 2006:
A "shocked" Conservative candidate nipped a sitting Labour
councillor by only two votes to
take the third seat in Camden's
Bloomsbury ward as turnout
increased by more than 25 per
cent.
Fitzrovia resident and
gallery owner Rebecca Hossack
was announced the winner over
Labour's Peter Brayshaw, following a number of recounts
which were carried over to the
day after May 4 polling day.
Cllr Hossack said: "I am really shocked because everyone

said it was impossible." The 50year-old added: "My knees went
shaky when the result was finally declared."
Labour candidates Penny
Abraham and Fazlul
Chowdhury were both re-elected as 7,358 votes were coast,
compared to 5,759 in 2002.
The Labour loss in
Bloomsbury was echoed elsewhere in Camden, as Labour
lost control of the council to a
coalition of Conservatives and
Liberal Democrats.
In the other half of Fitzrovia
the Conservatives had a clean
sweep in Marylebone and West
End wards to retain control of
the council.
Project Abbey (Guernsey)
Ltd, linked to Candy and Candy,
bought the Middlesex Hospital
site for over £110 million.

of people who really enjoyed it
with gusto. The pure delight I
already felt in making music for
my own satisfaction was magnified by this new privilege of providing the soundtrack to their
night and sending them home
happy and humming.
A shrill-spoken, sharp,
Scottish elderly lady in a hairnet
poked me in my ribs repeatedly
with her walking-stick, from her
seat a few feet away, each time
she wanted to get my attention
for her next request. On each
fresh jab, she called my new
moniker, “Hoy, Pianist!” –
except that her Glaswegian vowels had a most unfortunate effect
on the word, making it seem
that she was naming me after
the male equivalent of the lovely
bunch of coconuts, plunging me
further into confusion.
The job only lasted a few
weeks, at which point the landlord abruptly informed me at
the end of one Saturday night:
“We’re getting a juke-box in
tomorrow, so we won’t need
you any more. Good night, son.”
My baptism of fire was complete, and many of the ups and
downs in the life of a working
musician were contained in
embryonic form in that pre-theatre, but most definitely theatrical, Hen & Chickens pub.

See also archive.fitzrovia.org.uk
40 years ago
Americans take over
Whitefields Church
From Tower, June/July 1976:
On July 11 the American Church
in London will hold its first
service at the Whitefield
Memorial Church in Tottenham
Court Road, which it has leased
for [the next] 15 years. The new
pastor, Dr Black, was installed
on June 17.
The American Church in
London, which is an international church with an international
congregation, is planning a full
church programme such as a
typical American church would
have.
The church has been associated with various community

THE DUKE OF YORK
Opening hours, Mon-Fri, 12-11pm,
Sat 1-11pm, Sun closed
47 RATHBONE STREET,LONDON W1T 1NW

020 7636 7065 thedukepub@ymail.com
A traditional pub, with a good selection of
real ales and varied wine list. Upstairs
Bar/Function room available for private
parties and Buffets. Check us out on
Facebook!

projects in London and now
looks forward to playing a part
in the local community in
Fitzrovia, as well as using the
church as a base for its university chaplaincy.
The Whitefield Church, with
a dwindling congregation, has
fallen on hard times and two
years ago failed to attract offers
for an office redevelopment of
the church.
Kings Arms 'A' team won
the Fitzrovia Festival five-a-side
football tournament with an
extra-time win over the
Spaghetti House who were winning 1-0 until the last minute
when a controversial penalty
decision gave Kings Arms an
equaliser.
Once into extra time, however, they took control and went
on to a 4-1 victory to take the
Fitzrovia Shield. The tournament was staged at the playing
field in Whitfield Place.
PICTURED: June 1976 at Fitzrovia
Festival (right) and Kings Arms
football victors (below)
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WHAT’S ON AROUND FITZROVIA
Email news@fitzrovia.org.uk by August 19 for the September 2016 issue, and put “Listings” in the subject box.

LIVE MUSIC

CINEMA/FILM

The Albany, 240 Great Portland
St (thealbanyw1w.co.uk):
Ukeleles on Wednesdays, 8pm.
Bolivar Hall, 54 Grafton Way:
Edward Ramire, Venezuelan
cuattro player, June 16, 7.30pm,
free but book at culturaembajadalondres@gmail.com. Gala
Concert: Send a Piano to Cuba,
details: www.gofundme.com/
pianotocuba.
King & Queen, 1 Foley St : Folk
once a month on Fridays 8-11pm
(visit web mustradclub.co.uk).
Scaledown alternative live entertainments last Friday of the
month (theorchestrapit.com)
The Phoenix, 37 Cavendish
Square: LitFM, Fitzrovia based
band, July 31, doors open
7.30pm.
Sevilla Mia Spanish Bar, 22
Hanway St (basement): World
Fusion, Tue, 9.30pm; Swing 'n'
Blues, Wed, 9.30pm; Spanish
Rumba, Thur-Sat, 10.30pm.
Simmons, 28 Maple St: Live
music every Wednesday
evening.
The 100 Club, 100 Oxford St
(the100club.co.uk): Madness,
June 8. Tuesday Blues, June 14,
28, July 26. Dan Reed Network,
June 15. Bridget Christie, June
16. The Blues Band, June 24.
Throwbaa, June 25. Sexy KC,
Special Kinda Madness, July 9.
Darts, July 23. Atomic Rooster,
Aug 3.

Bolivar Hall, 54 Grafton Way
(cultura.embavenez-uk.org):
London Socialist Film Co-op
screen films at 11am on the second Sunday of each month.
Wadjda, about a Saudi young
girl who defies law by riding a
bike, June 12
Green Man, 36 Riding House St:
London Animation Club, first
Tuesday of month.
Odeon, 30 Tottenham Court Rd:
Weekly film details from
www.odeon.co.uk or 08712
244007.
Regent Street Cinema, 309
Regent St: For daily programme
visit regentstreetcinema.com/
programme. Matinee classics
every Wednesday at 2pm, for
over 55s, £1.75.

THEATRE
Bloomsbury Theatre Studio, 15
Gordon St (thebloomsbury.com):
Edinburgh fringe previews: June
13-18, 27-29. Across Generations,
medical research premiere, June
22.
Camden People's Theatre, 58-60
Hampstead Rd
(cptheatre.co.uk): Before the
Referendum, about European
identity, June 18. We Wanted to
be the Sky, by Camden Youth
Theatre, July 4.
Dominion Theatre, 269
Tottenham Court Rd (dominiontheatre.com): The War of the
Worlds, starring Jimmy Nail and
David Essex, until July. The
Bodyguard, starring Beverley
Knight, from July 15 until
January 7, 2017.
London Palladium, Argyll St
(palladium.londontheatres.co.uk
): Whose Linie Is It Anyway?
Improvised comedy, June 9-19.
Eugenius, starring Warwick
Davis, June 29.

LIVE COMEDY
The Albany, 240 Great Portland
St: Mondays at 8pm.
Wheatsheaf, 25 Rathbone Place:
Improvisation on Thursdays,
8.30pm, and stand-up on
Saturdays, 7.30pm upstairs.

EXHIBITIONS
British Museum, Great Russell
St (britishmuseum.org): Free:
Drawn to Sicily: early British
exploration of the classical
world, until July 14. Light, time,
legacy: Francis Towne's watercolours of Rome, until Aug 14.
Krishna in the garden of Assam:
the cultural context of an Indian
textile, until Aug 15.Courting to
contract: love and marriage in
Iran, until Nov 20. Pay for:
Sunken cities: Egypt's lost
worlds, until Nov 27. Sicily: culture and conquest, until Aug 14.
UCL Art Museum, Wilkins
Building, Gower St: Revolution
under a king: French prints
1789-92, afternoons until June
10.
UCL Grant Museum of
Zoology, 21 University St:
Sculpture at the Grant Museum,
Slade students create works
from the museum's specimens,
afternoons until Aug 6.
UCL Main Library, Wilkins
Building, Gower St: Fair play
and foul: connecting with
Shakespeare at UCL, until Dec
15.
UCL Octagon Gallery, Wilkins
Building, Gower St: Cabinets of
consequence (works of UCL
geographers, neuroscientists,
archaeologists, zoologists), until
Nov 11.
UCL Petrie Museum, Malet
Place
(ucl.ac.uk/museums/petrie):
Akhenaten: heretic, visionary
and icon, afternoons until Aug
27.
UCL Slade School of Fine Art,
Gower St: Slade MA/MFA/PhD
Degree Show, until June 19.
Wellcome Library, 183 Euston
Rd (wellcomecollection.org):
States of Mind: Tracing the
edges of consciousness, until Oct
16. This is a Voice (the material
quality of the voice), until July
31. Bedlam: The asylum and
beyond, Sept 15-Jan 15.
Permanent exhibitions: Medicine
Now, and Medicine Man.

ART GALLERIES
Featured exhibitions. A full
list of galleries is on our
website
Bartha Contemporary, 25
Margaret St: Frank Gerritz, until
July 2. Mike Meire, until Sept 24.

LitFM, the Fitzrovia based band, will be appearing close to the manor on
July 31. This is in the basement at The Phoenix pub, 37 Cavendish Square.
Doors open at 7.30pm. The band is second on at about 9pm. Many of its
members work at the Bricklayers Arms in Gresse Street.

WALKS

TALKS

Every Street in Fitzrovia, June
11, 10am-5.30pm. Ten-mile walk,
£35. Meet near Tottenham Court
Road station. Guided by Peter
Berthoud. Order through
eventbrite.co.uk.
London Literary Pub Crawl,
every Saturday, 5pm. Start at the
Wheatsheaf, 25 Rathbone Place.
LondonLiteraryPubCrawl.com.
London Walks (£10, Over 65 £8):
Beatles Magical Mystery Tour,
Tottenham Court Rd station,
every Sunday 11am, and every
Thursday, 11am, Wednesdays
2pm.
Rock'n'Roll London, Tottenham
Court Rd station, every Friday,
2pm.

Sohemian Society, Wheatsheaf,
25 Rathbone Place:
UCL Darwin Lecture Theatre,
Malet Place (events@ucl.ac.uk):
Tuesdays and Thursdays (1.151.55pm) during term time.
UCL, Gustave Tuck Lecture
Theatre, Wilkins Building,
Gower St: The governance
structure of 21st century international society, June 9, 6.15pm
(book at barbone@ucl.ac.uk or
020 3108 9289).
UCL JZ Young Lecture Theatre,
Anatomy Building, Gower St:
UCL Instiute of Jewish Studies
Conference, July 26-27 (pre-book
s.benisaac@ucl.ac.uk).
UCL Roberts Building Foyer,
Torrington Place: Encountering
pain: hearing, seeing, speaking,
July 2, 9am-5.30 pm (pre-book
07812 987555).

OTHER EVENTS
UCL Grant Museum of
Zoology, 21 University St: Dead
life drawing, draw dead animals, June 14, and July 12, 6.309pm (pre-book at
zoology.museum@ucl.ac.uk).
Explore zoology, ask questions
about animals, June 18, 1-4pm
(book 0203 108 2052).

Curwen Gallery, 34 Windmill St:
Lucy Willis: Moments in Time
(pictured above), until June 25.
Fold Gallery, 158 New
Cavendish St: “Either Those
Curtains” / group exhibition,
until June 18. "Polymer"/Scarlett
Bowman, Valerie Kolakis, and Neil
Rock, June 24-July 30.

PUB QUIZZES
The Court, 108a Tottenham
Court Rd: Every Sunday, 8pm.
Prince of Wales Feathers, 8
Warren St: Every Monday, 7pm.

Josh Lilley, 44-46 Riding House
St: Kathleen Ryan (pictured
above), until July 5.
Pi Artworks, 55 Eastcastle St:
Nejat Sati, until July 9. “Will
Nature Make a Man of Me Yet?”
/ group exhibition, Aug 26-Sept
10.
T J Boulting, 59 Riding House
St: “Now You See Me” / group
photography exhibition, until
July 2.

FitzFest A series of concerts and events at various venues including The
Middlesex Hospital Chapel, Fitzrovia Community Centre, for further
details visit www.fitzfest.co.uk or pick up a brochure from the venues

White Rainbow, 47 Mortimer St:
Shigeo Anzai (pictured above),
until June 18.

Local writer’s play
DAVID
ACTON
plays Eric
Coates in
The Man
from the
Sleepy
Lagoon at
The Ship.

The Ship, 134 New Cavendish
St: The Man from the Sleepy
Lagoon, a celebration of the life
of Fitzrovia resident, Eric
Coates, performed by Fitzfest
musicians with Dave Acton
playing the part of Eric Coates,
written by local writer, Sue
Blundell. June 8, 10pm.

Keep up to date with the latest

Fitzrovia News
facebook.com/FitzroviaNews
twitter.com/FitzroviaNews
and
news.fitzrovia.org.UK

